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What is a Curriculum Rationale?

A Curriculum Rationale is a position statement, created in conjunction with
stakeholders, that sets out the framework for meeting the needs of all
learners. It ensures that everyone involved with the school can answer the
question “what do we want for our children and how will we work together to
achieve this?"

This Curriculum Rationale has been developed in consultation with all
stakeholders including children, parents/carers and staff. This works alongside
our school 'Vision, Values and Aims’ as we all work together to ensure our
children succeed and reach their full potential within our nurturing school
environment and beyond.

Our School

Loch Primary School and Nursery Class is a non-denominational establishment
situated within the Springhall area of Rutherglen. The school catchment area
includes Springhall and Whitlawburn. The school was rebuilt in February 2008
as part of the SLC School Modernisation Programme. The school has 10
classrooms and a nursery playroom. The Senior Management Team consists of a
Head Teacher and Principal Teacher. Currently, 85% of children live within
SIMD 1-2 and/or have free meal entitlement.

The school is situated within the Cathkin Learning Community and Cathkin High
School is the catchment Secondary School. We work in partnership with all
agencies and extended teams within the Learning Community to meet the needs
and provide high quality education for all of our pupils. We have a Nursery Class



as part of our school and we also work in partnership with local nurseries to
ensure successful transitions to Primary 1 for all children.

We provide a broad general education for all children beginning in our Nursery
Class through to Primary 7, tfeaching all 8 curricular areas (Literacy, Numeracy,
Health and Wellbeing, Expressive Arts, Religious and Moral Education, Science,
Technologies and Social Studies). We strive to ensure our curriculum and the
experiences provided at Loch Primary School enable our children to become
Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens and Effective
Contributors.

We promote positive relationships within the school and foster an attachment-
informed, nurturing ethos which encourages all children to respect themselves
and others. All staff ensure we carry out the SLC 'Attachment Pledges’ in our
daily practice to meet the needs of all children and we work in partnership with
a range of agencies to ensure all children's wellbeing needs are met. We
implement a 'House System' as part of our 'Promoting Positive Relationships
Policy'.

All children carry out a wide range of leadership roles within their classes and
throughout the school, providing opportunities for them to put forward their
views on their learning and how to improve our school. All pupils from Primary 1
to Primary 7 are involved in a pupil committee - Pupil Council, Social Enterprise,
Charities, Sports Council, Health and Eco.

We seek opportunities to provide extra-curricular activities for our children.
Every year our Primary 7 children are offered the opportunity to participate in
a residential excursion. On an annual basis a range of after school activities are
offered to our children, including a range of sports activities delivered by our
Active Schools Coordinator and team. We also aim to ensure our children
participate in a wide range of celebrations and school events such as the
Bridgeton Burns Club Competition, SLC Athletics Competition, Burns Day, World
Book Day, Health Week, World of Work Week, Nurture Awareness Week and
whole school concerts.

Loch Primary School has an active Parent Council (‘'Friends of Loch’) who provide
effective support for class and school events, whilst organising fundraising and
social events for parents/carers and pupils.

We have effective partnership working with our neighbouring school, St
Anthony's PS, and implement an effective annual plan of joint events for the
children of both schools.
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Our Aims

We aim to ensure:

o Everyone feels happy, healthy and nurtured within Loch PS and Nursery
Class.

o Pupils are supported and challenged to achieve success across the
curriculum and reach their full potential.

Loch Primary School is a nurturing school. We aim to ensure the 'Six Principles
of Nurture' are embedded throughout the curriculum and through all aspects of
school life. It is essential for us fo ensure our children feel safe, supported and
ready to learn so that they can embrace the curriculum and all of the excellent
opportunities we of fer and provide within Loch Primary School and beyond.
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What makes Loch PS unique? /

Children's Views

Parent/Carer Views




- - -

Partner Views







Four Contexts for Learning at Loch PS %

At Loch Primary School, we embed the Four Contexts for Learning in the following
ways:

Our Ethos and Life of the Nursery/School

Our Vision and Values is embedded in all
aspect of school life.

Children'’s opinions and choices are respected
and heard and they have a voice within our
school - KWL grids; committees; Assessment
is for Learning; sharing/celebrating at
assemblies; jotter feedback from SLT;
houses/captains; use of 'How Good Is OUR
School’; Pupil Council; Committees; Class
Charters; feedback for school
policies/rationales/mottos.

Parents/carers are actively involved in school
life: Parents’ Portal; Facebook: Parent
Council (‘Friends of Loch'); Parents’ Nights;
school events; class showcases.

Children are supported to access all areas of
the curriculum through creative and
innovative approaches to curriculum
development.

We always listen to children’s opinions and
take these on board through responsive
experiences.

A range of after school clubs are on offer to
our pupils.

Children can attend our daily Breakfast Club.
Outdoor Learning is promoted at Loch PS.
Our involvement in the OPAL project also
encourages fun and meaningful play
experiences for all.

All children from Primary 1 to Primary 7 are
encouraged to participate in school events
such as school concerts, nativities, cafes etc.
We have been awarded 5 Eco Green Flags.
We support a range of local and global
charities including the food bank, Children in
Need, Comic Relief, Poppy Appeal, etc.

We have an excellent transition programme
in place for Nursery-Primary 1 and Primary
7-High School and we have excellent working
relationships with our own Nursery Class,
local schools and nurseries.

Curricular Areas

Progression planners are in place for all 8
curricular areas.

We implement STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) and Skills
progression planners to ensure coverage and
progression as well as to develop children's
creativity.

Teachers are responsive to children’'s
intferests and needs.

We cater to a variety of learning styles and
incorporate a range of strategies including
play-based learning, STEM, Outdoor Learning
and the use of ICT.

A range of learning experiences are offered
for all stages.

A 'Verbal, Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract’
(VCPA) approach in Maths is used and
implemented across all stages o ensure
consistency of approach.

A 'Talk for Writing' approach is used in all
classes, teaching writing across multiple days
of the week, allowing for children to develop
their writing abilities and in turn raise
attainment.

Timetables and yearly overviews ensure all
curricular areas are taught.

Tracking and monitoring is in place to track
the progress of all pupils in all curricular
areas.

A clear focus is evident on developing
children'’s skills for learning, life and work.
Learning Intentions and Success Criteria are
shared orally and visually for all learning
experiences, ensuring children understand
their expectations of the lesson.




Interdisciplinary Learning

Progression planners are in place and
Experiences and Outcomes have been
bundled to ensure coverage and progression.
We make use of class discussions and KWL
grids fo ensure we are responsive to
children's interests and needs.

School trips are planned to provide breadth
and depth to children’s learning, allowing
them to develop their learning beyond the
classroom.

We use responsive planning within the school.

Interdisciplinary Learning planners cover a
range of Experiences and Outcomes and we
make links to real life experiences where
possible.

Play-based learning and STEM is
incorporated into our weekly planning.
Experiences and Outcomes progression
planners are passed from each stage/level to
ensure sufficient coverage and progression -
this provides an overview of learning.

A clear focus is evident on developing
children'’s skills for learning, life and work.

Opportunities for Personal Achievement

Children’s achievements are celebrated at
weekly assemblies. School awards include:
Star/HT/Citizenship Awards; house points;
line points; personal points; Bronze - Platinum
Awards; sharing wider achievements; Proud
Cloud recognition.

We encourage our children to participate in
extra-curricular activities and o share their
achievements from these activities with us.
We encourage our children to share good
news stories and we highlight these
achievements on our 'Good News' wall display.
We use positive praise and encouragement in
our daily practice. Our ‘Proud Cloud' and

'‘Ask Me About..Proud’ stickers create a
sense of achievement.

We encourage our children to set their own
personal targets.

Children are encouraged fo participate in
school competitions and events such as the
‘Bridgeton Burns Competition’, 'SLC Dance
Festival', 'Youth Music Initiative' and the
'SLC Athletics Competition'.

Our children have the opportunity to share
their work with our Senior Leadership Team
through Learner Conversations and Jotter
Monitoring.

Learning Logs allow our children to record
their personal achievements.

We celebrate personal achievements through
our Facebook account, school website and
monthly newsletters.




How do we plan for high quality learning experiences at /

Loch PS?

PPRUDB/Nurturing
Principles/Attachment
Pledges/UNCRC embedded in
daily life of the school

Differentiated
learning

Range of teaching
approaches used
(including at ICT)

Outdoor Learning

Planning for
sustainability

Equity for all

7 Key Principles of
Curriculum Design
embedded

Regular self-
evaluation/
moderation/

observations

Clear Learning
Intentions/
Success Criteria

Children and are at the heart of everything we do




Some examples of how we do this are:

How do we embed the Seven Principles of Curriculum

Design?

When planning for children's learning, all practitioners take into account the 7 Principles of
Curriculum Design to ensure:

We embed an attachment-informed, nurturing approach across all areas of the school,
ensuring our children feel ready and supported to learn.

We ensure equitable experiences for all.

We focus on developing skills for learning, life and work, allowing our children to see
connections in their learning to the wider world.

We ensure high quality teaching and learning takes place at all times.

We carry out effective planning, using progression planners for all areas of the
curriculum to ensure breadth and depth to children’s learning.

KWL grids allow us to assess where children are in their learning and what they want
to learn to allow us to be responsive to interests and needs.

We engage in effective self-evaluation activities to identify next steps.

We ensure we follow the staged intervention process where required.

Our children are provided with the appropriate support and challenge where required.
Excellent communication between all stakeholders allows for effective team working.
We encourage regular pupil voice and leadership opportunities, such as the Pupil
Council and a range of committees.

We plan for differentiation to ensure all children's needs are met at all times.

We use a range of different teaching styles and approaches to cater to different
learning styles and needs. This includes the use of the 'VCPA' and 'Talk for Writing'
approaches as well as the use of ICT to assist learning.

We are able to adapt our approaches where required to ensure all needs are met.
Assessment information informs our next steps.

We encourage regular parental engagement opportunities.

We carry out effective multi-agency working to support our children and families.
We promote and celebrate Children's Rights.

We celebrate and discuss achievements, both in school and out of school.



How do we assess at Loch PS? /




